
Team Senses Australia are participating in
this year’s HBF Run for a Reason to help raise
funds to support our Disability Professional Services
in memory of Emily Becker.
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EMILYREMEMBERING

Emily developed Meningitis when she was one month 
old, resulting in an acquired brain injury which left her 
unable to walk, talk or even eat. Just eight years old, 
Emily passed away last year surrounded by her family 
and friends. 
 
Her loving family, providing around the clock care, along 
with Senses Australia’s therapists from our Disability 
Professional Services team supported Emily with speech 
pathology, physiotherapy and occupational therapy.
 
It was just last year, when Emily took part in the HBF Run 
for a Reason with her family, helping to raise funds to 
support our services. Her big brother Ben, has been part 
of Team Senses Australia the last two years, running 

12kms, along with Melissa, one of our occupational 
therapists who supported Emily and her family.
 
Ben, not only raised almost $3,000 last year, he also 
inspired other siblings of children with disability to 
also take part in the 2017 HBF Run for a Reason.  
And, Ben and his family are doing it all again this 
year – along with more than 100 others who are part 
of Team Senses Australia on Sunday, 27 May 2018.
 
You too can show your support, by making a
donation towards our Winter 2018 Appeal. Visit 
https://www.senses.org.au/donate to find out more.
 
We’re running for you, Emily!  
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WELCOME TO THE WINTER 2018 EDITION
OF IN TOUCH WITH SENSES AUSTRALIA.
AS YOU KNOW, SIGNIFICANT CHANGES
ARE OCCURRING WITHIN THE
DISABILITY SECTOR.  

A MESSAGE
FROM OUR CEO

Emily developed Meningitis when she was one month 
old, resulting in an acquired brain injury which left her 
unable to walk, talk or even eat. Just eight years old, 
Emily passed away last year surrounded by her family 
and friends. 
 
Her loving family, providing around the clock care, along 
with Senses Australia’s therapists from our Disability 
Professional Services team supported Emily with speech 
pathology, physiotherapy and occupational therapy.
 
It was just last year, when Emily took part in the HBF Run 
for a Reason with her family, helping to raise funds to 
support our services. Her big brother Ben, has been part 
of Team Senses Australia the last two years, running 

To ensure we can respond to these changes, we 
are preparing for the roll-out of NDIS and are 
currently undertaking a NDIS Transition Project. 
The work we are doing will help us strive 
towards our goal of becoming the disability 
service provider of choice for NDIS participants.
 
The NDIS Transition Project includes teams of 
our staff working together, to ensure we are 
well placed for the future.  
 
While, it is imperative we create efficiencies to 
ensure financial sustainability, it is also vital our 
services are tailored to meeting our client’s 
individual and specific needs. To do this, we 
also want to ensure our staff are well equipped 
and have the necessary resources to provide 
our services.
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
explore new and innovative ways of supporting 
our clients to reach their goals, be independent 
and have opportunities to participate in their 
community.
 
Throughout a period of transition, changes can 
be expected and how those changes affect our 
clients and staff – we will share with you. 
 
Senses Australia has a diverse history of providing 
disability services to the Western Australian 
community for more than 120 years. During 
which time, we have experienced many changes. 

RESPECT
We respect our clients, their family members 
and other significant people in their lives 
and we respect our employees and 
recognise the role each of them has to play.

EXCELLENCE
We are committed to excellence and strive
to continuously improve. We are passionate
about being ‘the best we can be’.

INNOVATION
We look for creative ways of assisting clients
to meet their goals and are open to ideas 
and constantly seek new and better ways
of working.

INTEGRITY
We are honest with others and with ourselves, 
always do what we say we will do and 
accept responsibility for our actions.

As an organisation our values of respect, integrity, 
excellence and innovation guide us every day.

What hasn’t changed is our desire to enable 
people with disability to live their life the way they 
want and support them in reaching this goals. 
Every day we enable more than 650 people of 
all ages, with a wide range of disability to do this.
 
Stay tuned to find out more. If you have any 
questions or would like to know more about 
how we can support you or your loved one, 
visit www.senses.org.au or call 1300 111 881 
(new client enquiries) or (08) 9473 5400 
(general enquiries).

RECOGNISING OUR SUPPORT WORKERS

EACH MONTH WE RECOGNISE OUR 
AMAZING SUPPORT WORKERS FOR THE 
WONDERFUL CONTRIBUTIONS THEY
EACH MAKE TO OUR CLIENTS AND
TO OUR ORGANISATION.
WE WOULD LIKE TO ESPECIALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE:

January 2018 Support Worker of the Month -

NABAA
Nabaa supported two brothers in regards to 
continuing their education. Nabaa supported one 
brother, using public transport, to attend the PCYC’s 
5th Gear Automotive Program, which is designed for 
people under the age of 21 to gain skills to seek 
employment or work experience. Nabaa also 
supported the younger brother in re-enrolling back 
into high school by providing gentle encouragement 
and emotional support and working with the family 
and the teachers to ensure a smooth transition to a 
new school.

Update

February 2018 Support Worker of the Month -

PETER
Peter worked with a client, with complex social 
needs as well as his disability, in helping ensure his 
house is more secure. Peter also supported 
another client who had recently moved into a 
shared living home who wasn’t settling in. Peter 
stayed at the home as an awake shift to support 
his client if he needed it during the night.

March 2018 Support Worker of the Month -

DENISE
Denise has supported a client with muscular 
dystrophy since the beginning of the year, building 
a rapport and encouraging him to regain his 
confidence to access the community. The client is 
now accessing the community on a weekly basis, 
visiting many places of interest and reliving his 
memories. As a result of this, the client is also 
experiencing improvements in his sleep pattern 
and communication skills.

Supporting people with disability is one of the most rewarding jobs. If you would like to find out how you
can become a support worker and part of our team, visit https://www.senses.org.au/current-vacancies,
call our recruitment team on (08) 9473 5420 or email recruitment@senses.org.au.

At Senses Australia, whatever role you play, you will have the opportunity to really make a difference for
our clients and their families.  

WONDERFULLY
MESSY CREATIVE PLAY

From birth to early childhood, children use their 
senses to explore and try to make sense of the world 
around them. It is important for children of all ages to 
have a range of sensory play available to them. 
Sensory play assists children in developing language, 
motor skills and social interaction – the best part… it 
provides an opportunity for every child to succeed!
 
Research shows sensory play builds nerve 
connections in the brain’s pathways, leading to a child’s 
ability to complete more complex learning tasks.
 
Sensory play supports language development, 
cognitive growth, fine and gross motor skills, problem 
solving skills and social interaction.
 
This type of play also aids in developing and 
enhancing memory.
 
It is great for calming an anxious or frustrated child.
 
Sensory play also helps children learn sensory 
attributes – hot, cold, dry and sticky.

RAINBOW FOAM DOUGH

Looking for a way to incorporating sensory play into 
your child’s day? Rainbow foam dough is a lot of fun!
 
You will need: Corn starch, Shaving cream, 6 x 
different coloured food dyes, 6 x bowls, 6 x spoons
 
1. Divide shaving cream amongst bowls, colour each 
bowl of shaving cream with a different colour food 
dye. Mix well. 2. Slowly add corn starch to each bowl 
and stir well to combine. Add enough corn starch until 
it starts to resemble dough. The more corn starch you 
add, the drier the dough will be.
 
*recipe adapted from www.funathomewithkids.com  
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Our Services
DISABILITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

SENSES AUSTRALIA’S DISABILITY PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES (DPS) DELIVERS PROFESSIONAL AND
FRIENDLY SERVICES TO CLIENTS AND FAMILIES
TO ENCOURAGE INDEPENDENCE, PARTICIPATION
AND INCLUSION.
 

To ensure we can respond to these changes, we 
are preparing for the roll-out of NDIS and are 
currently undertaking a NDIS Transition Project. 
The work we are doing will help us strive 
towards our goal of becoming the disability 
service provider of choice for NDIS participants.
 
The NDIS Transition Project includes teams of 
our staff working together, to ensure we are 
well placed for the future.  
 
While, it is imperative we create efficiencies to 
ensure financial sustainability, it is also vital our 
services are tailored to meeting our client’s 
individual and specific needs. To do this, we 
also want to ensure our staff are well equipped 
and have the necessary resources to provide 
our services.
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
explore new and innovative ways of supporting 
our clients to reach their goals, be independent 
and have opportunities to participate in their 
community.
 
Throughout a period of transition, changes can 
be expected and how those changes affect our 
clients and staff – we will share with you. 
 
Senses Australia has a diverse history of providing 
disability services to the Western Australian 
community for more than 120 years. During 
which time, we have experienced many changes. 

Looking for a way to incorporating sensory play into 
your child’s day? Rainbow foam dough is a lot of fun!
 
You will need: Corn starch, Shaving cream, 6 x 
different coloured food dyes, 6 x bowls, 6 x spoons
 
1. Divide shaving cream amongst bowls, colour each 
bowl of shaving cream with a different colour food 
dye. Mix well. 2. Slowly add corn starch to each bowl 
and stir well to combine. Add enough corn starch until 
it starts to resemble dough. The more corn starch you 
add, the drier the dough will be.
 
*recipe adapted from www.funathomewithkids.com  

CRICKET GAMES
AND PLAY DATES

A first of many for Tave

SIX YEAR OLD TAVE, WHO HAS A DIAGNOSIS
OF AUTISM, LOVES TO PLAY SPORT AND GO
ON PLAY DATES WITH HIS FRIENDS.    

Goals he’s been working hard towards and has now 
achieved thanks to the support of his family and our 
therapy team in the Lower South West of Western 
Australia.
 
“Tave is a happy and energetic boy. I have been 
working together with Tave and his family to enable 
him to take part in activities that are meaningful to 
him, helping ensure Tave lives his life like a typical six 
year old,” explains Callum Johnson, a Senses Australia 
Senior Occupational Therapist.
 
“It’s important for Tave’s mum and dad that Tave feels 
he is part of his community and has the opportunity 
to be a kid and participate in activities just like other 
children his age.

“Together, with Rose, a Senses Australia 
Speech Pathologist, we have ensured Tave is 
equipped for different social situations. With 
different supports and strategies, such as 
prompt cards, Tave knows what to expect and 
he knows what’s coming up next. This has 
significantly helped to reduce the anxiety and 
stress Tave was experiencing,” says Callum.
 
Tave’s mum, Jade, says thanks to the support 
of Senses Australia, she feels Tave responds 
well to different situations and with the help
of the prompt cards, he can prepare himself 
mentally to help stay calm and focused.
 
“The support we receive from Senses Australia, 
Callum and Rose is amazing. They have gone 
above and beyond in helping Tave and 
supporting him to achieve his goals. Callum 
also supports Tave’s support worker, who 
assists him at his activities,” says Jade.

“Tave has been a part of the junior cricket 
program, which he started last term thanks to
the support of Callum. He is now also taking
part in Ninja Kids, a local fitness program especially 
for children his age.  
 
“Just last year, Tave had his very first play date 
and Senses Australia ensured we had the skills
to prepare ourselves and the other family. It’s 
been wonderful, it’s given Tave the opportunity 
to be a kid and be out there,” says Jade.
 
Senses Australia’s Disability Professional Services 
provides therapy services to our clients to help 
them reach their goals and their full potential. 
 
To find out more about our services visit
www.senses.org.au or call Senses Australia
on 1300 111 881 (for new client enquiries) or
(08) 9473 5400 (for general enquiries).

Our team of speech pathologists, occupational 
therapists, clinical psychologists, registered 
psychologists, physiotherapists, social workers, 
dieticians, orientation and mobility instructors, 
deafblind consultants and therapy assistants can 
help you achieve your goals and support you to 
enable you to live your life the way you choose.
 
To find out more visit www.senses.org.au or call 
1300 111 881 (for new client enquiries) or call
9473 5400 (for general enquiries).

YOUR FEEDBACK IS
IMPORTANT TO US

Senses Australia encourages you to provide feedback
to us including complaints, compliments or suggestions
about your service. Your feedback is important to us,
as it enables us to continually improve our services.
 
There are a number of ways you can provide your
feedback to us including:
 
-  In person – if you feel comfortable please talk
   directly to the people who are providing your
   service in the first instance.
-  Online – if you would prefer to fill in our online
   form, please visit www.senses.org.au/contact-us/
   feedback-on-my-services. You can choose whether
   you would like us to contact you.
-  Email – please send your complaints, compliments
   or suggestions via email to feedback@senses.org.au
-  Telephone – please call (08) 9473 5400.
-  Post – please send your complaints, compliments or
   suggestions in writing addressed to Senses Australia,
   PO Box 143, BURSWOOD WA 6100.

Health and Disability Service Complaints Office
(HaDSCO) - if you wish you can report any
complaint directly to HaDSCO by visiting
www.hadsco.wa.gov.au/home/
 
The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA)
welcomes feedback including complaints. If you are
a national NDIS participant you may direct your
feedback to the NDIA by contacting your local NDIA
office, send an email to feedback@ndis.gov.au, call
1800 800 110 or fill in an online complaint form by visiting
www.ndis.gov.au/about/contact-us/feedback-
complaints/complaint-form.html and to find out more.
 
Senses Australia reports all complaints to the HaDSCO.
HaDSCO is an independent statutory authority
providing an impartial resolution service for all complaints
relating to health or disability services provided in
Western Australia. All reports to HaDSCO do not
include any contact information, therefore any feedback
we provide to HaDSCO remains anonymous.

Goals he’s been working hard towards and has now 
achieved thanks to the support of his family and our 
therapy team in the Lower South West of Western 
Australia.
 
“Tave is a happy and energetic boy. I have been 
working together with Tave and his family to enable 
him to take part in activities that are meaningful to 
him, helping ensure Tave lives his life like a typical six 
year old,” explains Callum Johnson, a Senses Australia 
Senior Occupational Therapist.
 
“It’s important for Tave’s mum and dad that Tave feels 
he is part of his community and has the opportunity 
to be a kid and participate in activities just like other 
children his age.

Tave (centre) pictured with his family.
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DAVID’S FEELING
RIGHT AT HOME

DAVID MOVED INTO ONE OF SENSES AUSTRALIA’S GROUP HOMES IN DECEMBER LAST YEAR
AND IN THE FEW SHORT MONTHS HE’S BEEN LIVING THERE, IT’S MADE A REAL DIFFERENCE
TO HIS OVERALL HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

Goals he’s been working hard towards and has now 
achieved thanks to the support of his family and our 
therapy team in the Lower South West of Western 
Australia.
 
“Tave is a happy and energetic boy. I have been 
working together with Tave and his family to enable 
him to take part in activities that are meaningful to 
him, helping ensure Tave lives his life like a typical six 
year old,” explains Callum Johnson, a Senses Australia 
Senior Occupational Therapist.
 
“It’s important for Tave’s mum and dad that Tave feels 
he is part of his community and has the opportunity 
to be a kid and participate in activities just like other 
children his age.

“Tave has been a part of the junior cricket 
program, which he started last term thanks to
the support of Callum. He is now also taking
part in Ninja Kids, a local fitness program especially 
for children his age.  
 
“Just last year, Tave had his very first play date 
and Senses Australia ensured we had the skills
to prepare ourselves and the other family. It’s 
been wonderful, it’s given Tave the opportunity 
to be a kid and be out there,” says Jade.
 
Senses Australia’s Disability Professional Services 
provides therapy services to our clients to help 
them reach their goals and their full potential. 
 
To find out more about our services visit
www.senses.org.au or call Senses Australia
on 1300 111 881 (for new client enquiries) or
(08) 9473 5400 (for general enquiries).

We’d like to especially thank Grill’d Rockingham 
for selecting us to participate in their ‘Local 
Matters’ program during January 2018. Having 
been chosen as the charity of choice by the 
restaurant’s patrons, Grill’d Rockingham kindly 
donated $300 to Senses Australia, which will 
be used to support our Medina group home, 
enabling us to purchase outdoor furniture for 
our clients and their visitors to enjoy.

Senses Australia receives much support from our clients, donors, community groups, corporate
organisations and as a beneficiary of family trusts and bequests,
for which we are very grateful. Thanks to this support, our
community helps us to make a di�erence to the lives of our
clients, their families, carers and ultimately the Western
Australian community.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK OFFER

SENSES AUSTRALIA HAS TEAMED UP WITH THE
ENTERTAINMENT BOOK THIS YEAR TO HELP
RAISE FUNDS TO SUPPORT OUR SERVICES.

If you would like to order the new 2018/2019
Entertainment Book or Entertainment
Digital Membership simply visit 
www.senses.org.au/entertainment-book.
 
Senses Australia will receive 20% of every book or 
digital membership sold.
 
Proceeds raised from the sale of each Entertainment 
Book or digital membership will go towards
supporting our Disability Professional Services (DPS).
 
Our Disability Professional Services provides services 
and support enabling our clients to achieve their goals 
while encouraging independence, participation and 
inclusion. To find out more about our Disability 
Professional Services, please see page 5.

‘Local Matters’ is the Grill’d community donation 
program that sees each Grill’d restaurant donate 
$500 back into the community every month.

The donation is split between three local
community groups – receiving either
$300 or $100 depending which
community group receives the
most tokens in their token jar.

“David really enjoys having people around,” says his 
sister Jackie. “It’s also a help to us, knowing there is 
always someone here with David, especially if he 
has an epileptic fit. The 24 hour a day care Senses 
Australia provides is fantastic.
 
“Since David moved in, we’ve noticed a big change 
in his health. He is eating better and he is also eating 
regular meals. It’s a big relief for us knowing he’s 
being well looked after,” says Jackie.
 
David shares the home with two other men, similar 
in age to himself. Together, they enjoy participating 
in social activities, love to chat and enjoy the company 
of others. They each live as independently as 
possible and share household responsibilities, but 
most of all they love to have fun.
 
Senses Australia provides the opportunity to enable 
people with disability to live in a group home 
environment. We currently operate 12 group homes 
in the Perth metropolitan area.
 
Our support workers attend the homes at different 
times of the day and night to assist everyone
living in the home while also encouraging their 
independence.  

Support workers provide assistance to clients with 
personal care, daily household chores, accessing
the community, attending medical appointments,
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DEAFBLIND
AWARENESS WEEK
Deafblind Awareness Week is held from the 24 to 
30 June each year to coincide with Helen Keller’s 
birthday. Senses Australia is looking forward to 
marking this special occasion.  

Stay tuned to find out more, we’ll provide updates 
on our Facebook pages https://www.face-
book.com/SensesAustralia/ and https://www.-
facebook.com/DBInformation. Or if you would like 
to find out more about our Sensory Services visit 
https://www.senses.org.au/sensory-services or 
call 1300 111 881 (for new client enquiries) or
(08) 9473 5400 (for general enquiries).

maintaining close relationships with family and 
friends and planning and going on holidays.
 
If you or a loved one are looking for accommodation 
choices in a shared living arrangement, we currently 
have vacancies in the Perth metropolitan area. 
Senses Australia can assist you to identify suitable 
accommodation including the level of support
you require to enable you to live your life the way 
you choose.  
 
To find out more about these vacancies visit https://
www.senses.org.au/shared-living-vacancies/
or call Senses Australia on 1300 111 881 (for new 
client enquiries) or 08 9473 5400 (for general 
enquiries).

David (middle) with his family.



senses.org.au

 

 

 

NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN!

Update

DINKO BOSIKOVIC MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

Support workers provide assistance to clients with 
personal care, daily household chores, accessing
the community, attending medical appointments,

 

 
 

 

Senses Australia is now calling for nominations for the
2018 Dinko Bosikovic Music Scholarship, an annual
award made by Senses Australia under the terms of
a bequest from the estate of Pauline Sophia Maria
Bosikovic in memory of her late husband.
 
This scholarship is an award made to a person who
has a vision impairment for the assistance or
advancement in music by providing them $500.
 
Nominations may be made be any person and there
is no limit to the number of nominations made by
any one person.
 
Nominations close Sunday, 10 June 2018 at 4:00pm.
To find out more or to nominate online visit
https://www.senses.org.au/2018-dinko-bosikovic-
music-scholarship/ or call Senses Australia on
(08) 9473 5400.

 
 

 
 

      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard, the 2015 recipient of the Dinko Bosikovic Music Scholarship

TERESA WAY AWARD

SENSES AUSTRALIA IS ALSO CALLING
FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2018
TERESA WAY AWARD.  
 
This award is presented to an individual, a business
or an organisation in recognition of their significant
contribution to a person or people who are deafblind.
 
Nominations may be made by any person and there
is no limit to the number of nominations made by
any one person. 
 
Nominations close Sunday, 10 June 2018 at 4:00pm.
To find out more visit https://www.senses.org.au/
2018-teresa-way-award/ or call Senses Australia
on (08) 9473 5400.


