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Ateequ’s a little miracle 
 
Ateequ Barrie is definitely a miracle baby. 
 
Born early at 32 weeks - the fifth of six children to refugees Haja and Mohamed Barrie – Ateequ 
was diagnosed with a global developmental delay and deals with a host of associated health 
complications including some vision impairment and seizures. 
 
Doctors told his parents Ateequ would never walk or talk, but this time last year he was admitted 
to 2010 Princess Margaret Hospital for life-changing neuro-surgery which has helped co-
ordinate messages from his brain to his limbs. 
 
A year later and this cheeky toddler with an obvious sense of humour is walking unaided and 
has just returned from a four-month visit with his mother‟s family in Guinea.  
 
Throughout Ateequ‟s journey, Senses Foundation has been by the family‟s side, accompanying 
them to doctors‟ appointments and helping Haja and Mohamed overcome communication 
barriers. 
 
Senses‟ support worker Jacqui Wood said making travel arrangements and organizing visas and 
medication for the four-month trip to Guinea took two months to co-ordinate, but it was worth it to 
see how much Ateequ blossomed in the company of his many cousins and other family 
members. 
 
Formed in 2001 when the Royal WA Institute for the Blind amalgamated with the WA Deafblind 
Association in 2001, Senses Foundation is a charitable, not-for-profit organisation providing 
disability support services, as well as specialist services for people who are deafblind, 
throughout Western Australia.   
 
This month it is hoping to raise awareness of its services during Deafblind Awareness Week, 
held internationally on the last week of June each year in honour of Helen Keller‟s birthday. 
 
Over the years the Foundation has provided endless rounds of physiotherapy, speech and 
occupational therapy for Ateequ, as well as support services for up to six hours per week. 
 
Jacqui has been working with the family for the past year and she beams with almost as much 
pride as Haja when Ateequ walks over and puts his arms out for a hug. 
 
“Over the past year he‟s transformed from a boy who basically didn‟t move to a bubbly youngster 
who doesn‟t want to stop,” says Jacqui.  
 
“His favourite thing in the world is going outside to play and in the summertime he loves to go 
swimming.” 
 
While Ateequ communicates with expression and a few words like „mum‟, Jacqui and Haja are 
also teaching him basic sign language for familiar words like „drink, „sore‟, „more‟ and „good‟.  
 



 
Haja says she could not cope without the extra support from Senses Foundation, especially as 
she and her husband have no additional family support in Australia. 
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