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in this issue

Help us raise vital funds at our 2014 Gala Ball! 
Get your family and friends together and join us on Saturday, 14 June 2014 at Crown 
Perth for our Gala Ball. Not only will you be promised a fantastic night, you will be 
helping us raise vital funds to support our services, our clients and their families.

You will begin the evening with pre-dinner 
drinks, then will move into the Astral Ballroom 
to enjoy a sumptuous three-course dinner 
prepared by the highly talented and creative 
chefs from Crown Perth. 

Be entertained throughout the evening by 
comedian and actor, Peter Rowsthorn, our MC, 
who is best known as Brett on ABC TV’s Kath 
and Kim. A special dance troupe will take to 
centre stage, then you can dance the night 
away to RETRO, Perth’s own high intensity seven 
piece band playing 60s, 70s and 80s classics.

Our silent and live auctions will also give guests 
the opportunity to bid for a host of exciting 
items including experiences, jewellery, electrical 
items and pieces of art. And, for the first time, 
some of our services will go under the hammer 
including our Children’s Christmas Party, the 
Vehicle Modification Program and the National 
Deafblind Camp. These services mean so much 
to our clients, their families and carers and by 
bidding in the auction, you will be helping us 
ensure we can continue to provide this essential 
support. We hope to see you there!

Tickets are now available and are selling fast. Call Dee de Vos on 9473 5437. 



in touch with Senses Australia

Welcome to the first edition of our new quarterly 
newsletter In Touch, helping us keep you up to 
date with all of the wonderful work and latest 
happenings at Senses Australia.

The last few months have been 
especially busy for us. We’ve been 
holding workshops with our support 
workers to prepare ourselves for the 
changes that are happening in the 
Disability Sector. Changes that will see 
people with disability given more choice 
and control over which services they 
receive and how they live their lives –  
a wonderful thing in my opinion. We are 
also improving our customer focus and  
I think clients and families will see this 
as a good thing.

We are fortunate to have an exceptional 
group of employees at Senses Australia. 
People who have the skills, knowledge 
and experience to do their jobs, but 
more importantly, they share our 
values – integrity, respect, innovation 
and excellence. Values we hold dear at 
Senses Australia. We see ourselves as 
a successful team – all working together 
to help meet the needs of our clients, 
including:

n Two exceptional people, who will 
be great contributors, were recently 
appointed to our Board – one of 
whom you will meet in this edition.

n Our direct care staff, support workers 
in our Community Living Service, 
therapists in Life Skills and Family 
Services and consultants in Deafblind 

Services, are a 
fundamental part 
of our team. I’d like you to join me 
in congratulating seven of our staff 
who were nominated for the Disability 
Support Worker Awards this year – 
Mary Burke, Yien Ha, Steve Martin, 
Fay McGovern, Joanie Miller, Carolyn 
Sackville and Cathy Van Vlijmen. 

n Our fundraisers, who are dedicated to 
raising the funds we need to provide 
services for our clients. Currently they 
are focusing on our 2014 Gala Ball 
and what a fabulous event this is 
shaping up to be! If there is one way 
you can support our clients this year, 
it is by attending the Ball. You will 
have a wonderful time and you will be 
significantly contributing to our client 
services.

n And, then there is YOU! Our 
supporters, clients and family 
members.

Thank you for being a part of our Team 
– together we can make a significant 
positive difference for our clients.

 Debbie Karasinski, CEO

welcome to 
our first issue

new board 
member  
joins Senses
Our Board plays a vital role 
at Senses Australia, having 
overall governance of the 
organisation, appointing the 
Chief Executive Officer and 
setting the organisation’s 
strategic direction.

Recently, Beth Gordon was appointed 
as a member of our Board, bringing 
with her more than 25 years 
experience as a finance executive 
in the international mining and 
construction industries. 

“I was attracted to Senses Australia 
for two reasons. Firstly, it is an 
extremely well run organisation with a 
long and prestigious history of service 
to the community. Secondly, as the 
Disability Sector faces a dynamic 
environment, I believe that the skills 
I have gained in my corporate career 
can assist Senses as it faces the 
emerging commercial and strategic 
issues likely to arise,” says Beth. 
“I am looking forward to being part 
of the Board and playing a role in 
helping Senses Australia evolve.”

Beth’s skills, knowledge and expertise 
will help guide Senses Australia into 
the future to help ensure our services 
remain relevant to the needs of 
our clients as the Disability Sector 
experiences unprecedented changes.

 Positive and uplifting, the butterfly epitomises so 
much of what we stand for. To find out more turn to page 8.

did you know?
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Patrick’s a real  
inspiration
At 85 years of age, there seems to be no stopping Patrick.

Patrick has been playing the violin since 
he was just five years old and for the 
last 38 years he continues to entertain 
people in residential facilities, at 
seniors’ concerts and at his local church 
each week playing the violin and singing 
in the choir.

Patrick who was born and raised in 
Burma formed a band with his siblings 
where they played for their family and 
friends and the British and American 
Embassies. 

“My father taught me to play,” explains 
Patrick. “He taught us all to play an 
instrument, my nine brothers and sisters 
and me.”

Having lost his hearing when he was just 
seven years old, due to the bombings in 
Burma, Patrick too developed Glaucoma 
later in life when he was working and 
has since also lost most of his vision. 
But this hasn’t stopped him.

With the help of Senses Australia and 
our Community Living Services, Patrick 
continues to live independently in his 
own home and enjoys practicing the 
violin each afternoon, accompanying 
music playing on the radio. 

“It’s relaxing, it makes me happy and 
through my music I like to make people 
feel happy too,” he says.

community 
living 
services –  
a snapshot

Our Community Living 
Service enables people 
with a disability to live 
independently in the 
community and in the  
way they choose. 
The amount of support provided 
through this service is designed to 
enable each person to live safely while 
encouraging and enabling them to use 
all of the services and facilities that 
are available in their community, which 
reflect their abilities, wants, goals and 
aspirations. 

Senses Australia currently supports 
over 100 people in a number of 
living arrangements including living 
independently, with their families and 
with others.

At Senses Australia we listen carefully 
to the person with disability and their 
family to help them plan and put 
together the Community Living Service 
they choose to have and how much 
and what sort of support is needed.

If you would like to find out more 
about our Community Living Services 
please visit www.senses.org.au/our-
services/community-living-services 
or call Sue Cutler, Manager Community 
Living Services on 9473 5446 or email 
communityliving@senses.org.au

community 
living services

Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn 
to be one of the first to know about 
our news, events, employment 
opportunities and much more! We also 
have our very own YouTube channel!

http://www.senses.org.au/our-services/community-living-services
http://www.senses.org.au/our-services/community-living-services
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thank you!
Senses Australia receives much support from our clients, donors, community groups and 
corporate organisations for which we are very grateful including: 

The West Coast Street Hot Rod Club Inc who kindly donated $1500 earlier this year to 
support our services. The West Coast Street Hot Rod Club Inc has supported Senses Australia  
for the last 40 years! Each year they raise funds from their Father’s Day Hot Rod Show  
‘Show and Shine’, which is held at St Patrick’s Primary School, Fremantle.

The Senses Foundation is 

a charitable, not for profit 

organisation providing disability 

support services to people of 

all ages throughout Western 

Australia. Senses Foundation’s 

unique service speciality is the 

provision of services to people 

who are deafblind.

Leave a gift in your will

Every Bequest that the Senses 

Foundation receives is vital to 

maintaining and developing the life 

changing services we provide. 

Without these generous gifts from 

people like you we would not 

be able to provide the essential 

programs that deafblind or visually 

impaired people who may also have 

additional disabilities require.

What is a Bequest?

A bequest is a gift through your will. 

Your gift, be it large or small, to the 

the Senses Foundation can make a 

significant and lasting difference to 

our clients and help us achieve our 

vision.

Your gift can be:

• A specific sum of money;

• A percentage of your estate;

• A specific asset/s of your  

estate, such as property, shares, 

art, jewellery;

• The residual of your estate, the 

remains after specific and general 

bequests to family and friends;

• Contributions to a perpetual trust; 

• An insurance policy.

Leave a legacy...  

long after you are gone

Remembering the Senses Foundation  

in your will is way to ensure that your 

legacy carries on long after you  

have gone.

Free will service

We can help you in making a Bequest 

by providing a will service at no 

charge (to an upper limit) when you 

remember the Senses Foundation in 

your will.

For more information  

please contact Nichola Nugent 

at the Senses Foundation on 

(08) 9473 5472 or visit  

www.senses.asn.au

A bequest or legacy to the Senses Foundation 

is an excellent way of making a significant 

difference to the lives of so many people.

The Royal WA Institute for the Blind and the West Australian Deafblind Association

Please make a Bequest.Leave a legacy of gener
osity...

Commonwealth Bank 
supports ‘Supersibs’     
Special thanks to the Commonwealth Bank 
Staff Community Fund who generously 
supported our ‘Supersibs’ sibling support 
program for 2014 by donating more than 
$10,000. 
“Senses Australia is very appreciative of the support the 
Commonwealth Bank Staff Community Fund has given us,” 
says Debbie Karasinski, Senses Australia’s CEO.  

“Thanks to this grant, we have been able to ensure this 
program continues to support our clients and their families 
in 2014. We were able to hold our Christmas fun day last 
year for our clients and their families, we also recently held 
an Easter picnic and are able to conduct our Supersibs 
program, specifically for siblings.”

If you would like to find out more about our ‘Supersibs’ 
sibling support program please visit  
www.senses.org.au/our-services/life-skills-and-family-
services/sibling-support, or contact Rebecca Lamhut on 
9473 5459 or email rebecca.lamhut@senses.org.au

5 cents for 5 senses  
Senses Australia is one of five charities to 
benefit from United Way’s ‘5 cents for 5 
senses’ campaign and we’d like to especially 
thank United Way and everyone who has 
shown us their kind support.
‘5 cents for 5 senses’ is about collecting five cent coins or 
loose change and placing them in plastic coin bags in lots 
of $5 (coin bags are available at any bank) and taking your 
donation to any Westpac branch and asking them to bank it 
in the United Way account.

For example, 900 five cent coins will enable a client to 
receive services from one of our deafblind consultants for up 
to an hour, while 40,000 five cent coins will get a specialist 
to the Pilbara to provide specialist advice, support and 
training through our Rural and Remote program.

All funds raised through United Way’s ‘5 cents for 5 senses’ 
campaign and donated to Senses Australia will go towards 
supporting our Rural and Remote Communication Program, 
which provides education, training and resources in specialist 
communication to people with deafblindness or a vision 
impairment and additional disabilities, as well as their 
families, carers and service providers throughout WA. 

If you would like to find out more please visit  
www.unitedwaywa.com.au/how-can-you-help/5-cents-
for-5-senses.aspx or call United Way on 9440 4800.

http://www.unitedwaywa.com.au/how-can-you-help/5-cents-for-5-senses.aspx
http://www.unitedwaywa.com.au/how-can-you-help/5-cents-for-5-senses.aspx
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a great big 
thank you

A bequest is a  
new beginning

a bloomin’ 
lovely idea
Bloomin’ Boxes is offering 
our clients, friends and 
supporters especially 
selected gift boxes and 
bouquets to help mark 
events and celebrations 
throughout the year.  
Plus, what’s more, by 
purchasing a selected gift 
box or bouquet, Bloomin’ 
Boxes will donate 10% of  
the cost to Senses Australia.
So, next time you need a gift for 
someone special – whether it be a 
Beautiful Baby Basket, Gourmet Gift 
Box or a selection from the Fresh 
Flower range – simply purchase the 
selected gift box or bouquet that 
Bloomin’ Boxes is offering and you’ll 
be helping to make a real difference 
to so many people at the same time!

To find out more please visit  
www.bloominboxes.com.au or call 
Bloomin’ Boxes on 9355 3848.  
Or if you would like to be one of the 
first to find out what special gift box 
or bouquet Bloomin’ Boxes is offering 
to help support Senses Australia, 
simply like Senses Australia’s 
Facebook page.

Remember, by purchasing the 
selected gift box or bouquet, you will 
be helping to raise much needed 
funds to support our services.

A bequest to Senses Australia is an excellent way of making  
a significant difference to the lives of so many people.  
Senses Australia would like to pay homage to those who  
have chosen to make a gift of a lifetime – as a bequest  
can help give someone a new beginning.
Just like the bequest Sylvia Box made to 
four Perth charities – Senses Australia 
being one of them – who now receive 
the royalties from some of her late 
husband’s, Sydney Box, films.

Sydney and his wife Sylvia immigrated 
to Perth in 1967 after retiring from 
the British film industry. While living in 
Perth, Sydney wrote four novels to add 
to more than 50 one-act plays, several 
librettos and more than 100 films he 
had produced in the UK with some 
being while he was Managing Director 
of Gainsborough Films and later at 
Pinewood Studios.

Sydney had directed the film The Seventh 
Veil, which starred James Mason and 
Ann Todd and won an Oscar in 1946 for 
Best Original Screenplay. Recently, we 
received a cheque from ITV – a major 
television company for the disbursement 
from film usage royalties for this film.

Sadly, Sydney passed away in 1983 
and Sylvia in 2007. Today, Sydney 
and Sylvia’s life achievements live on. 
Thanks to their bequest, and others who 
have helped Senses Australia this way, 
they are helping us give our clients a 
new beginning.

A bequest is a gift of a lifetime.  
Made through your Will, your gift, 
be it large or small, can create new 
beginnings and make a significant and 
lasting difference to our clients. 

If you would like to find out more 
about making a Bequest to Senses 
Australia, please visit www.senses.org.
au/support-us/bequests or contact 
Anthea Lowe, Donor Relations Officer 
via email anthea.lowe@senses.org.au 
or call 9437 5444.

The Senses Foundation is 

a charitable, not for profit 

organisation providing disability 

support services to people of 

all ages throughout Western 

Australia. Senses Foundation’s 

unique service speciality is the 

provision of services to people 

who are deafblind.

Leave a gift in your will

Every Bequest that the Senses 

Foundation receives is vital to 

maintaining and developing the life 

changing services we provide. 

Without these generous gifts from 

people like you we would not 

be able to provide the essential 

programs that deafblind or visually 

impaired people who may also have 

additional disabilities require.

What is a Bequest?

A bequest is a gift through your will. 

Your gift, be it large or small, to the 

the Senses Foundation can make a 

significant and lasting difference to 

our clients and help us achieve our 

vision.

Your gift can be:

• A specific sum of money;

• A percentage of your estate;

• A specific asset/s of your  

estate, such as property, shares, 

art, jewellery;

• The residual of your estate, the 

remains after specific and general 

bequests to family and friends;

• Contributions to a perpetual trust; 

• An insurance policy.

Leave a legacy...  

long after you are gone

Remembering the Senses Foundation  

in your will is way to ensure that your 

legacy carries on long after you  

have gone.

Free will service

We can help you in making a Bequest 

by providing a will service at no 

charge (to an upper limit) when you 

remember the Senses Foundation in 

your will.

For more information  

please contact Nichola Nugent 

at the Senses Foundation on 

(08) 9473 5472 or visit  

www.senses.asn.au

A bequest or legacy to the Senses Foundation 

is an excellent way of making a significant 

difference to the lives of so many people.

The Royal WA Institute for the Blind and the West Australian Deafblind Association

Please make a Bequest.Leave a legacy of gener
osity...

Give a gift. Make a difference.

http://www.bloominboxes.com.au
http://www.senses.org.au/support-us/bequests
http://www.senses.org.au/support-us/bequests
mailto:anthea.lowe@senses.org.au


life skills 
and family 
services

responsive teaching tips!

helping children with Autism
Now available to Senses Australia clients – FAHCSIA Helping Children with Autism Package.

Senses Australia is now a registered provider for the FACHSIA Helping Children with Autism  
Package. Information on this package can be found at www.autism.net.au/FaHCSIA_Funding.htm

Please speak to one of your therapists if you are interested in accessing these services.

Being responsive to your child can provide many learning opportunities within everyday activities.
1. Involve your child in everyday 

activities that are interesting and 
that offer many good opportunities  
for learning.

2. Pay attention to how your child tries 
to communicate or use language 
during these everyday activities.

n See your child’s behaviour as 
his/her way of saying, “I want to 
interact with you.” 

3. Respond positively to your child’s 
communication or attempts to 
communicate in the activities to  
get him or her to keep interacting 
with you:

n Acknowledge your child’s attempts 
to interact with you.

n Comment on or praise your child 
for trying to communicate or use 
language in the activities.

n Join in interactions or play with 
your child.

n Imitate your child to encourage him 
or her to keep an interaction going 
or keep playing.

4. Encourage your child to communicate 
in new or different ways:

n Respond in ways that are slightly 
more complex than your child’s 
attempts to communicate.  
For example, if your child says 
“wiwi” for the Wiggles, you might 
say “The Wiggles.”

n Give new information or use a new 
word with your child.

n Ask simple questions in response 
to your child’s attempts to 
communicate.

n Arrange things so your child needs 
to communicate in order to make 
things happen. For example, wait 
for your child to ‘use their words’  
or signs to ask for what they want.

Adapted from: Raab, M., & Dunst, C.J., (2013). 
Responsive teaching reminders. In C. J. Dunst, 
M. Raab, & C. M. Trivette, Getting in step with 
responsive teaching. Everyday Child Language 
Learning Tools, 2013, Number 5.

www.senses.org.au

http://www.autism.net.au/FaHCSIA_Funding.htm
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deafblind 
information 
services

rural and remote 
program
Our Rural and Remote program is helping to break the 
extraordinary sense of isolation many families experience,  
not just the sheer distance from Perth, but the challenges they 
face of living with Deafblindness. Our health professionals 
provide desperately needed services to many rural and remote 
communities – helping to end the isolation.
“Deafblindness is a hidden disability, 
often going undiagnosed with those 
affected being unaware of the support 
that is available in our community,” 
says Matthew Wittorff, Manager 
Deafblind Services. “Deafblindness can 
significantly impact on a person’s life.”

Senses Australia provides specialist 
communication and therapy programs 
to people who are deafblind to help 
improve and enhance a person’s 
mobility, socialisation and quality of life.

“Not only do we support people living 
throughout the Perth metropolitan area, 
we also provide services to people living 
in rural and remote areas of Western 
Australia and support people who are 
deafblind, including elderly people who 
have a combination of low vision and 
are hard of hearing,” explains Matthew. 

“We want to ensure we support 
families, carers and health care 
providers, providing training programs, 
information and advice to help equip 
them with the skills required to provide 
much needed assistance.”

If you would like to find out more 
information about our Deafblind 
Information Service or our Rural 
and Remote program, please visit 
www.senses.org.au/our-services/
deafblind-information-services  
or call Matthew Wittorff,  
Deafblind Services Manager  
on 9473 5451 or email  
matthew.wittorff@senses.org.au

Senses Australia’s privacy policy 
With the introduction of the new Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) from 12 March 2014, there have been a number of 
changes to our Privacy Policy. We would like to make you aware of these changes as either a client, client’s family member, 
donor, person on our waiting list, employee or member of the general public to ensure our continued strict compliance with 
Australian Privacy laws. Senses Australia’s Privacy Policy provides information about the personal information that we collect 
and the ways in which we may use and hold this information. 
If you would like to read our Privacy Policy, please visit www.senses.org.au/privacy-policy

deafblind 
awareness 
week 2014
Deafblind Awareness Week is 
held from the 24 to 30 June each 
year. Senses Australia and our 
Deafblind Information Services 
are looking forward to marking 
this special occasion – please 
stay tuned as we share special 
stories and updates on our 
Deafblind Information website 
www.deafblindinformation.org.au 
and social media sites including 
Facebook.

http://www.senses.org.au/our-services/deafblind-information-services
http://www.senses.org.au/our-services/deafblind-information-services
http://www.deafblindinformation.org.au


colour in and win!

The butterfly has diverse meanings and symbolism spanning 
centuries, countries and cultures. The Japanese believed  
the butterfly to be the personification of someone’s soul.  
In Chinese culture, two butterflies flying together symbolise 
love and in Western culture, it is often associated with  
a kind of magical metamorphosis.

Butterflies use their antennae to sense 
the wind for air and scents. Their feet, 
covered with chemoreceptors, allow 
them the sense of taste. They are 
uniquely beautiful in their physiology and 
in their appearance.

Here at Senses Australia, we consider 
the butterfly to resonate strongly with 
what our organisation is all about – 
aspiration, freedom and imagination 
which is why it now features as an 
integral part of our branding.

Simply colour in our new 
butterfly character, fill in 
your details below and post 
your entry (please do not use 
the reply paid envelope) to 
go into the draw to win! The 
competition closes last mail 
dated Friday, 6 June 2014, the 
judges decision is final and the 
winner will be notified by mail.

Entrant’s name

Parent/Guardian’s name

Entrant’s age

Phone

Address

Thanks to Creative ADM, our marketing partner,  
we have a $100 Toys R Us gift voucher to give away. 

why the butterfly?

✁

Please send completed entries to Claire Rowe, 
Public Relations and Social Media Co-ordinator,  
Senses Australia, PO Box 143, Burswood WA 6100.

www.senses.org.au


