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2014 Children’s Christmas Party
Our annual Children’s Christmas Party isn’t too far away and we are looking forward 
to sharing in a day full of fun with our younger clients and their families.

“This event supports our clients, their 
siblings and parents to come together and 
share in a day full of fun and laughter,” 
explains Rebecca Lamhut Coordinator of 
Children’s Services. “It really is proving to 
be a popular day amongst families.”

Senses Australia has been holding the 
Children’s Christmas Party every year for 
the last seven years and more than 80 
people attend each year. This year, the 
Children’s Christmas Party will again be 
held at The Cuddly Animal Farm in the 
Swan Valley. 

“We feel the day is an important event 
for families as our mums and dads get to 
meet each other, whilst enjoying a day full 
of activities, games and entertainment,” 
says Rebecca.

“Children and their parents can feed the 
animals, go on a train ride, have their 
faces painted and of course receive a 
present from Santa when he stops to 
make a special visit.”

All clients who receive services through 
our Children’s Services will be invited 
to attend the party – this includes 

clients who receive funding through 
the Disability Services Commission or 
receive Better Start services or Helping 
Children with Autism services. Invitations 
will be sent to our clients and their 
families closer to the time.

If you would like to find out more please 
speak to your therapist or contact 
Rebecca Lamhut, Coordinator of 
Children’s Services on 9473 5459 or 
email rebecca.lamhut@senses.org.au
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You must be hearing so much about 
the changes that are happening in the 
disability sector! Are you confused?  
I thought I would use my column to explain what is actually 
happening in the hope that this will reduce some of the 
confusion that I know people are feeling.

Now is a particularly unusual time in the 
history of disability services in Western 
Australia! Changes at both a national 
level, namely the introduction of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS), and at a State level, namely the 
hybrid NDIS/WA model being trialled, as 
well as the different manner in which 
the State government is now relating 
to not-for-profit disability services 
organisations (DSOs) means that 
there will be three different models of 
disability services operating in Western 
Australia from Tuesday, 1 July 2014.  
The three models are as follows:

n A two year Federal Government’s 
NDIS trial in the Hills area which 
includes Swan, Kalamunda and 
Mundaring (approximately 4,250 
people with disability)

n A two year State Government hybrid 
WA and NDIS trial called ‘My Way’ 
from Tuesday, 1 July 2014 for two 
years in the South West region 
(approximately 1,500 people with 
disability) which includes Augusta-
Margaret River, Boyup Brook, 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes, Busselton, 
Donnybrook-Balingup, Manjimup and 
Nannup and in the Kwinana/Cockburn 
area from July 2015

n A continuation of the current disability 
model for the rest of the State based 
on ‘outcomes for the individual 
person with disability’ rather than 
‘inputs by organisation’

There are lots of differences between 
the three models, however I thought I 
would concentrate on the similarities 
between the models.

They all have:

n An increased emphasis on choice and 
control for the person with disability, 
over their service provider and the 
services they receive

n More money attached to them

n Most of this money is actually 
attached to individuals with 
disability, not to the disability service 
organisations

n Added importance attached to the 
relationship between the disability 
service organisation and the individual 
person with disability.

All of Senses Australia’s services staff 
are absolutely ‘full bottles’ on the three 
different models so if you want to know 
more, the staff members you come in 
contact with will be able to help.

Best wishes

 Debbie Karasinski, CEO

Debbie’s  
column

welcome 
Colin

“There is no better 
way to give back  
to the community 
than through 
voluntary work,” says 
Colin Emmott, who 
joined our Board 
earlier this year.

As volunteers, our 
Board members 

plays a crucial role – having overall 
governance of Senses Australia, 
setting our strategic direction and 
appointing the role of the Chief 
Executive Officer.

Having been a Board member 
and immediate past Chairman of 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation in WA, for the past eight 
years, Colin says he was attracted to 
Senses Australia as he felt he’d like 
to be able to contribute to another 
worthy cause and give something 
back to the community.

“After a long standing relationship 
with JDRF, I was looking for a new 
challenge and have been really 
impressed with everything I have seen 
with Senses Australia so far,” he said.

Colin is a Chartered Accountant 
and Partner of HLB Mann Judd and 
has been in the profession for over 
35 years. He is well regarded by 
many WA businesses, providing a 
broad range of business advisory 
services including succession 
planning, taxation and compliance, 
strategic planning and consulting and 
management advice.

Colin’s skills, knowledge and expertise 
will be of great asset to Senses 
Australia while working with our 
other Board members to ensure our 
services continue to meet the needs 
of our clients.
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Bradley’s going 
for gold
In just a few months one of our clients, Bradley, will be 
competing in the XTH Special Olympics Australia National 
Games in Melbourne.

This is the first Special Olympics Bradley 
will compete in and he says he is very 
excited. “I want to make my family 
proud and I want to win a medal,”  
says Bradley who has been a keen  
ten pin bowler for more than ten years.  
“I haven’t been to Melbourne before 
so it will be exciting and I am looking 
forward to meeting people from other 
bowling teams from Australia,” he says.

Bradley continues to train and practice 
his ten pin bowling skills each week 
and he is also currently busy raising 
funds to help him attend and offset the 
costs associated with his involvement 
in the games.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
and we are so proud of Brad,” says  
Sue Cutler, Senses Australia’s 
Community Living Services Manager. 
“Come October, all of us at Senses 
Australia will be cheering him on and 
sending him our best wishes,” says Sue.

Good luck at the XTH Special Olympics 
in Melbourne Bradley! We can’t wait to 
hear all about this wonderful adventure 
you are about to embark on.

If you would like to support Bradley 
in his endeavours to attend the XTH 
Special Olympics Australia National 
Games, please visit the Special 
Olympics Western Australian pledge 
page www.specialolympics.com.au

Senses Australia’s Deafblind Services has a new facebook page. 
‘Deafblind Information’ to provide information and a support network to 
those living with deafblindness and to their carers and families.  
See page 7 for more information about ‘liking’ our facebook pages.

did you know?

the NDIS  
is here
The National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is 
now a reality with the Perth 
Hills trial site and the ‘My Way’ 
Lower South West trial site 
commencing in July 2014.
People with disability and service providers 
have long been campaigning and hoping 
for this important change, which will 
bring significant benefits for people with 
disability, their families and carers. The 
NDIS fundamentally shifts power and control 
from disability service providers to people 
with disability, their families and carers, with 
individualised funding and services.

The NDIS will provide funding for 
‘reasonable and necessary’ support, service 
and equipment to assist a person to:

n Achieve their goals

n Do things on their own and become 
independent

n Develop skills for day to day living

n Take part in the community

n Work and earn money.

Senses Australia is a passionate advocate 
for the NDIS, nevertheless it presents 
considerable challenges for disability service 
providers. We have been working hard to 
ensure we’re ready for these changes so our 
services will move easily into this new model.

One important initiative that we have 
implemented is opening offices in Midland 
and Busselton. These offices will enable 
Senses Australia to be close to people with 
disability in the trial sites, so we are aware 
of local issues and importantly minimising 
any travel people with disability will pay to 
access home-based services.

If you are in the NDIS trial sites and 
currently receiving services from Senses 
Australia, we hope you will continue to 
access your services from us. The NDIS 
can be confusing, please contact us if  
you would like some help to navigate the 
NDIS system on 9473 5400 or visit  
www.senses.org.au/our-services/NDIS

Senses Australia’s news office locations:

Hills Office – Unit 1, 24 Victoria Street, 
Midland (Midland Business Centre).

Lower South West Office – 20 Kent Street, 
Busselton.

community 
living services
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“On behalf of our firm, I would 
like to sincerely thank Senses 
Australia for the opportunity to 
participate in their annual Gala 
Ball,” says Simon Fermanis,  
a partner of PKF Mack & Co. 

“Our table had a wonderful time 
and the opportunity to promote our 
firm was exceptional. The ball was 
wonderfully organised, the dancers 
at the beginning set the tone for a 
wonderful night, Peter Rowsthorn 
was an excellent compare and Retro 
provided outstanding music.

“Being sponsors of the 2014 Gala 
Ball meant a lot to us as we were 
seeking to support the deafblind 
community in a meaningful way 
and make a difference with our 
sponsorship. PKF Mack & Co really 
value and appreciate all the work 
Senses Australia does for the 
deafblind community,” says Simon.

Thank you PKF Mack & Co for being 
our major sponsors of the 2014 
Senses Australia Gala Ball and helping 
us raise vital funds which will be used 
to continue to support our services.

2015 Gala Ball – 
save the date!
2015 marks a special year for 
Senses Australia. We’ll be celebrating 
120 years of providing services and 
supporting the Western Australian 
community and you can help us share 
in this significant milestone!

Plans are already underway for our 
2015 Gala Ball, which will be held on 
Saturday, 27 June 2015 – please save 
the date. More details will follow soon.

our major 
sponsor – PKF 
Mack & Co

Senses Australia’s  
2014 Gala Ball 

Our 2014 Gala Ball was held on Saturday, 14 June 2014 at 
the Crown Perth – it was a wonderful evening led by Peter 
Rowsthorn, who was our MC and had everyone splitting their 
sides laughing in his comedy spot. Butterfly dancers welcomed 
guests to the Astral Ballroom, while dancers from danceXpress 
opened the ball with their high energy dance routine and Retro, 
a seven piece high intensity band had everyone up on the dance 
floor enjoying 60s, 70, 80s and 90s hits.
The silent and live auctions proved popular 
and there was much anticipation around 
many of the items including a Formula 
One experience of a lifetime, with a 
flight voucher to Singapore to watch the 
three day grand prix in a grandstand and 
included tickets to the official F1 after 
party at the Ritz Carlton Hotel. 

“This is our major fundraising event for 
the year and our final result exceeded 
all of our expectations – none of which 
would have been possible without the 
kind and generous support we received,” 
says Debbie Karasinski, Senses 
Australia’s Chief Executive Officer.

“I would like to thank everyone who 
attended on the night, all those who 
kindly donated items for our raffles and 
auctions and I would especially like 
to thank PKF Mack & Co, our major 
sponsor for our 2014 Gala Ball.”

Funds raised from the 2014 Gala Ball 
will be used to directly support our 
clients, their families and the Western 
Australian community through Senses 
Australia’s programs including the 2014 
Western Australian Camp for People 
who are Deafblind, the 2014 Children’s 
Christmas Party, Supersibs, Starfish 
Hydrotherapy Program, Little Explorers 
Play Group, Active Kidz Group, Language 
Boosters Group, Early Movers Group and 
Rural and Remote services.

“Our clients are people of all ages from 
babies, to school-aged children, to 
young adults and older adults who are 
well into their eighties. Our services are 
essential and vital to the health and 
wellbeing of our clients. Thanks to the 
generous support we received at the Ball 
this year, it will enable us to continue 
to do what we believe in – provide our 
clients with a chance to feel happy and 
enjoy a good life,” says Debbie.
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a great big 
thank you

thank you!
Thank you to everyone who supported our 2014 Gala Ball and 
helped us raise an astonishing $90,000!

We’d like to especially thank PKF Mack & Co, Creative ADM and 
Intergen for being our 2014 sponsors. 

We’d also like to thank the following businesses who kindly supported our 
2014 Gala Ball by donating items for our raffles, auctions and prizes:

Adventure Off-road Training Lake Karrinyup Country Club  

AON Leeuwin Estate

Aussie Cruises Margaret River Chocolate Company

Bang Online Moet Hennessy

Belen Karrinyup Ningaloo Blue

Brinkhaus Jewellers Officeworks

C & M Collection OPSM Subiaco

Captain Cook Cruises Optus

Caricatures by Tel Perth Mint

Channel 7 Peter Ciemitis

Crown Perth Potshot Hotel Resort

Dorsogna Quality Press

Duckstein Bewery Robert Hitchcock

Enjo Rockingham Wild Encounters

Esplanade Hotel Fremantle – By Rydges Rubra

Exmouth Visitor Centre Scoop Magazine

Exmouth Escape Resort Simone Perele

Fremantle Prison Surge Health and Fitness

Globetrotter Taste bud Tours

Greater Union Morley Timezone

Heritage Trail Lodge Villa Taman Hijau Bali

HESTA WASO

Heyder and Shears West Coast Eagles

Homestyle Furniture Western Force

Integrity Coach Lines Xpresso Delight Riverton

 

Senses Australia 
receives much support 
from our clients, donors, 
community groups and 
corporate organisations 
for which we are very 
grateful, including:
Kewdale Primary School
Recently the staff, teachers and 
students at Kewdale Primary School 
took on a five cent challenge where 
classes were encouraged to raise 
as much money as they could by 
donating five cent coins. The result 
was outstanding – the primary school 
raised $530.10 and chose Senses 
Australia as their beneficiary! Senses 
Australia would like to especially 
thank the Kewdale Primary School 
for their kindness and compassion in 
raising funds to help support our work 
in the community. 

The Rotary Club of South 
Perth-Burswood
Special thanks to the Rotary Club of 
South Perth-Burswood who recently 
donated $500 to support our 
services. Members of the Rotary Club 
of South Perth-Burswood have kindly 
donated their loose change which 
is pooled each year and donated to 
Senses Australia.



 
therapy 
services

New National Standards for 
Disability Services

stop press!
From Tuesday, 1 July 2014 Senses 
Australia’s Therapy Services will be 
available in rural and remote Western 
Australia through two visits planned 
for the year. This will be provided 
in conjunction with the Deafblind 
Services rural and remote program.

From 1 July 2014, the new National Standards for Disability 
Services came into effect across Australia and are considered 
critical under the National Disability Insurance Scheme.
“These new standards have a greater 
focus on person centred approaches and 
promote choice and control by people 
with disability,” says Debbie Karasinski, 
Senses Australia’s Chief Executive Officer. 
“Like all service providers, we now will be 
working under the six National Standards 
and will be monitored based on these.”

The new National Standards for 
Disability Services are as follows:

1. Rights – the service promotes 
individual rights to freedom of 
expression, self-determination and 
decision making and actively prevents 
abuse, harm, neglect and violence

2. Participation and inclusion – the 
service works with individuals and 
families, friends and carers to 
promote opportunities for meaningful 
participation and active inclusion  
in society

3. Individual outcomes – services and 
supports are assessed, planned, 
delivered and reviewed to build on 
individual strengths and enable 
individuals to reach their goals

4. Feedback and complaints – Regular 
feedback is sought and used to 
inform individual and organisation-
wide service reviews and improvement

5. Service access – the service 
manages access, commencement 
and leaving a service in a transparent, 
fair, equal and responsive way

6. Service management – the service 
has effective and accountable service 
management and leadership to 
maximise outcomes for individuals.

www.senses.org.au

RAC Wheels2go 
Wheels2go is the RAC’s newest membership, providing roadside assistance for members in a mobility 
device such as a manual or electric wheelchair 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
“The RAC is committed to safe, 
accessible and sustainable transport 
for all Western Australians,” says RAC 
Executive General Manager Advocacy 
and Member Benefits, Pat Walker.

If a Patrol is unable to assist you in 
your breakdown situation a taxi will be 
arranged for you, or a friend or carer can 
be called on your behalf. All Wheels2go 
memberships include five taxi trips a 
year valued at up to $55 per trip to 
a total of no more than $275 for the 
membership year. 

Advice for Wheels2go members:

n Carry a spare tyre tube that is in a 
good condition

n Carry a mobile phone with you

n Have emergency numbers with you at 
all times

n Have your wheelchair or mobility 
device services regularly – at least 
once per year

n Charge your mobility 
device battery pack 
to full after every 
time you use it

n Try not to leave 
home without a fully 
charged battery.

To find out more about the Wheels2go 
membership, please call the RAC on  
13 17 03 or visit rac.com.au/wheels2go

HBF Run for 
a Reason
Congratulations to eight of our 
clients who participated in the HBF 
Run for a Reason in May 2014 and 
enjoyed a wonderful experience. 
We’d like to especially thank our 
support staff and therapy staff 
who helped out on the day and 
supported our clients throughout 
the run. Well done everyone!



07

deafblind 
information 
services

Deafblind Awareness  
Week 2014 
‘We don’t need to see or hear in order to touch the world around 
us’ was the theme for this year’s Deafblind Awareness Week and 
as we discovered many of our clients are doing just that.
You may remember in the Winter 
2014 edition of In Touch with Senses 
Australia we introduced you to Patrick, 
who lost his hearing when he was just 
ten years old and developed Glaucoma 
later in life, but that hasn’t stopped 
him enjoying what he loves – playing 
the violin!

Linda, enjoys giving something back to 
her community through her volunteer 
work, helping others and being active 
in her local community. “I want to try to 
educate our community about hearing 
and vision loss. I am involved in a 
number of projects where I help people 
with various disability issues and I am 
also on the City of Stirling’s Disability 
Services Advisory Panel,” says Linda. 
Linda was born with Optic Atrophy,  
a congenital eye disease that causes 
blindness and also developed  
a hearing impairment when she  
was just ten years old.

Organising a walk on the Bibbulmun 
Track, which will start in just a few 
weeks’ time, as well as working for the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet 
– Sharyn continues to live the life 
she chooses despite having Usher 
syndrome. “Commuting to work via bus, 
train and taxis three hours a day, three 
days a week is a challenge in many 
varying ways,” says Sharyn. Sharyn is 
coordinating the walk on the Bibbulmun 
Track with a group of people who also 
have Usher Syndrome. Their mission is 
to show the world that if they can defy 
adversity by conquering their own worst 
nightmare, then so too can anyone, no 
matter what adversity they may face.

To find out more about Patrick,  
Linda, Sharyn or Wilma’s stories visit  
www.deafblindinformation.org.au/news

Comm-Clear 
Comm-Clear is a newly 
developed app, that was 
recently launched, that 
enables people to connect 
with an interpreter at the 
push of a button. 
Providing fast, efficient and reliable 
access to qualified interpreters via 
video application, Comm-Clear can 
put you in contact with any available, 
experienced interpreters 24 hours  
a day, seven days a week.

If you would like to find out more, 
please visit www.comm-clear.com.au

Calling all 
facebook 
users! 
Would you like to be the 
first to know about what’s 
happening at Senses 
Australia? Would you like to 
stay up-to-date about the 
services we provide, events 
we are holding and other 
relevant information?
Simply ‘like’ our facebook page 
– search ‘Senses Australia’ or 
‘Deafblind Information’ and on 
the page click the ‘like’ button 
underneath our cover image to add 
our page to your News Feed. You 
can also ‘share’ our posts with your 
friends, by simply clicking ‘share’ 
under the post and choosing to 
‘share’ it on your own timeline,  
a friend’s timeline, in a group or  
on a page you manage.

Wilma, despite having Usher syndrome 
also, has not let this stand in her 
way of learning to play the piano as 
well as follow her love of painting and 
drawing. “I started drawing portraits 
in my mid-teens and then a few years 
ago, I started painting. It was clear that 
whatever I would draw or paint would 
have to be traced to get proportion 
and placement right and then do the 
detailed work one inch at a time,” 
explains Wilma. Wilma began playing  
the piano when she was just 14 years  
of age, but is mostly self-taught.

Right: one of Wilma’s drawings



You met our new butterfly character in our 
Winter 2014 edition of In Touch with Senses 
Australia and now we need to name her. 
Simply fill in your details below, along with your name 
suggestion for our new butterfly character and post your entry  
(please do not use the reply paid envelope) to go into the draw to win!   
The competition closes last mail dated Friday, 5 September 2014,  
the judges decision is final and the winner will be notified by mail. 

Thanks to Belen, Skin Care and Body Treatment Centre,  
we have a gift voucher valued at $97 to give away.

Entrant’s name

Age

Phone

Address

Senses Australia’s Butterfly should be called...

name our 
butterfly!

Enjoy a day on the course and great hospitality with clients, staff, friends or family and support a great 
cause at the same time. To register your team of four or to discuss sponsorship opportunities please 
contact Dee de Vos on 08 9473 5437 or email dee.devos@senses.org.au

Friday 21 November 2014 at The Vines Resort & Country Club.

senses.org.au

       Online
Donate via our website www.senses.
org.au/support-us/donate-now

       By mail
Just fill in the form on the letter that 
accompanied your edition of In Touch 
with Senses Australia and post in the 
enclosed Reply Paid envelope included  
– no stamp is required.

       By phone
Simply call us on 08 9473 5400.

All donations of $2 or more are tax 
deductible. If you would like to find out 
more please call Senses Australia on  
08 9473 5400.

Ways to make 
a donation
Donating is one of the most simple and 
effective ways you can contribute to 
Senses Australia. By donating to Senses 
Australia you can make a real difference 
to people’s lives.

Donating to Senses Australia is easy, 
you can donate:

Please send completed entries to Senses Australia, PO Box 143, Burswood WA 6100.

✁


